
Institute of Physics ï London & South East Branch ï Retired Members Section 

BCAST & ETC , Brunel University, Uxbridge 

Thursday 8 March 2018 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
This visit has been organised by George Freeman with help from Peter Quested ( BCAST) 

 

BCAST is the Brunel Centre for Advanced Solidification Technology and focuses on fundamental and 

applied research on  solidification of metallic materials.  www.brunel.ac.uk/bcast.   ETC is the Experimental 

Techniques Centre which specialises in high resolution physical and chemical analysis for consultancy and 

research. 

 

BCAST was established in 2002 and is the EPSRC centre dealing with all aspects of metal processing.  It 

concentrates on fundamental research, technical developments and industrial application for all metals, but 

mostly aluminium or magnesium based ones.    Another section is aiming for a sustainable metal market 

without so much fresh metal input via recycling.  They can carry out continuous casting of components used 

in industry varying composition and conditions that cannot be investigated in industry.    They have a second 

building that they are equipping which we will also see. This centre is a LIME Hub.   

 

ETC is equipped with world-class imaging and analytical instrumentation and has expert technical staff. It 

supports research across Brunel as well as providing a UKAS-accredited commercial service externally. The 

materials characterisation work covers a range of disciplines: engineering, physical and biological sciences 

and the environment.  For example, they can directly measure the size of unit cells with their XRD 

equipment.  

 

We will be given a talk and guided tour of both BCAST and ETC. 

 

MEET  Assemble in Eastern Gateway, the main reception.  We will be collected there.  There is a small 

coffee bar there at the far end. 

 

GETTING THERE     See map and info sheet. 

Public transport :  from central London the Metropolitan line takes 40 minutes from Baker Street and, in the 

rush hour only, the Piccadilly line takes 50 minutes from Earls Court.  If necessary, use busses from the 

station.  It is a 10 minute walk. 

From west London  use buses; from Heathrow the A10 is fast to Uxbridge every 15 minutes taking 25 

minutes.  Alight at the Greenway and use the footpath 10 to 20 yards behind you on the right. 

Cars:  go to Reception and park in the temporary parking bays (15 minutes only) .  After registering collect 

your parking permit and park where told. 

10:30  ī  10:50 Assemble in Eastern Gateway;  coffee bar 

11:00  ī  13:00 Talk & tour of BCAST 

13:00 Lunch at the Lancaster Hotel. 

14:30  ī  16:30 Talk and tour of ETC 

16:30  Close 

LUNCH  We will  have lunch at the on-site hotel (Lancaster).  See 2017 menu attached.  When next yearôs 

menu becomes available I will send it to those who register and we must pre-order the lunch.  ETC has 

kindly offered to arrange tea before we leave 

COST  £12  with a maximum of number of 20. 

 

CONTACTS 

Before the meeting.  georgefreeman@georgefreeman.force9.net  020 8979 1271   

Or Tony Colclough  020 8398 0766 or 07930 171 307  tonycolclough@tiscali.co.uk 

 On day of visit.  George Freeman  07941 916 944   

 

LATE JOINERS   -  please phone George to find where we are. 

http://www.brunel.ac.uk/bcast
mailto:georgefreeman@georgefreeman.force9.net
mailto:tonycolclough@tiscali.co.uk


 

 



  


