
Institute of Physics – London & South East Branch –  Retired Members Section 

Visit to the British Vintage Wireless and Television Museum 
on Thursday 19th  September  2019 

 
This visit has been organised by John Belling. 

Description: 

The British Vintage Wireless and Television Museum (BVWTM) is an unrivalled collection of early radios, 
televisions, loudspeakers and radiograms that grew from one man’s personal interest to become a source of 
information and delight for enthusiasts and experts from around the world. 

The Museum was originally created by one 
enthusiast, Gerry Wells, who was born in the 
property which became the Museum. Starting with 
wireless, he began to collect as many sets as he 
could and created a private museum at his house in 
1974. There is a wide range of radios, televisions, 
speakers and radiograms exhibited, from the dawn 
of wireless up to the last valve models ever made 
and early transistor models.  

The BVWTM has inspired the formation of many 
wireless museums. It is, however, now the only 
viable and working wireless museum in the UK 
open to the public. Many radio and television 

programmes have been produced in and about the museum which have encouraged the preservation and 
understanding of this national heritage and gained worldwide recognition. 

We will be taken round the museum in groups of 7/8 people. The museum comprises a number of rooms: 

·  ‘Gerry’s workshop’ – early radios from the 1920s and WW2 communications receivers, including the 
R1155 which was installed in many WW2 bombers, including the Lancaster and Wellington 

·  ‘American’ radio room, but which also includes gems such as Vera Lynn’s radiogram, and J Paul 
Getty’s TV-radiogram. 

·  The ‘Droitwich’ room, which contains, amongst other items, the Cossor radio collection. 

·  The TV room: you can see George VI’s TV-radiogram, and a 1936 Marconi dual-standard TV which 
could receive programmes in the Baird 250 lines/25 frames per sec standard, and the EMI 405 line/50 
frames (interlaced) standard. We will be shown a recording of the first BBC TV transmission after the 
end of WW2, and nostalgic recordings of advertisements from the early days of ITV, all shown on TV 
sets of the time, and possibly the Marconi 1936 dual standard TV in  operation. 

·  The ‘Daventry’ room: this houses the Murphy radio collection. 

·  The ‘Cabin’, where you can see the Phillips and Echo collection 

·  The ‘Portables’ room – transistor radios (can’t use the abbreviation popular at the time, these days!) and 
ghettoblasters from the past. The collection includes a wind-up radio signed by the cricketer Trevor 
Bailey, and some miniature pocket TVs. 

 

Where and when to meet: 11:00 (refreshments) for an 11:30 start, at the Museum, 23 Rosendale Road, 
Dulwich, SE21 8DS 



Getting there: 

Note: The museum does not currently have a sign outside advertising its presence (for security reasons, I’m 
told). So as you walk down Rosendale Road, keep a tab on the house numbers to locate #23. The entry to the 
museum is down a path on the left hand side of the house (green gate) – there will be museum staff around to 
guide you. 

From Dulwich West Railway Station: (refer to map below).You have the choice of a 15 minute walk to the 
museum, or take #3 bus to take you part of the way, with a 7 minute walk to finish up. 

15 minute walk (green line on map):  exit station, turn left (Thurlow Park Road), straight on across traffic lights, 
then when you reach Rosendale Road, turn left into Rosendale Road, continue walking, passing the Rosendale 
pub on the right, and the museum is a short distance further on, on the right. 

#3 bus and 7 minute walk: exit station turning left, and take 1st right (Croxted Road), crossing at the lights. You 
will see a bus stop labelled ‘WF’. Take #3 bus towards Crystal Palace (blue line on map), 4 stops to ‘Church 
Approach’, and alight here. Cross road using pedestrian crossing, and walk back a few yards to find a small 
passage way ‘Clive Passage’. Walk the length of Clive Passage, passing Emmanuel Church on the right. At the 
end of the passage, turn right into Clive Road, then take the first left into Tritton Road, then first right into 
Rosendale Road, and the museum is a short way up on the left. 

Much helpful information is to be found at https://bvwm.org.uk/index.htm . 

By car: near A2199. Sat Nav: SE21 8DS. There are no parking restrictions in Rosendale Road, or nearby roads. 

By train suggested trains from London Victoria (but check before travel):  

Depart London 
Victoria 

Arrive West 
Dulwich 

Depart West 
Dulwich 

Arrive London 
Victoria 

10:13 10:25 16:05 16:18 
10:28 10:40 16:20 16:34 
10:43 10:59 16:35 16:48 

Lunch:  those wishing to enjoy a traditional pub lunch may dine at ‘The Rosendale’, 65 Rosendale Road, West 
Dulwich, SE21 8EZ, just a few minutes’ walk from the museum. Table(s) will be booked to accommodate our 
group. It will be necessary to pre-book lunches, and the menu is included in this flyer (last page). 
Please email menu choices and any dietary requirements to me at: john.a.belling.secrems@gmail.com by  
12th September 2019. Click on The Rosendale’s website  https://www.therosendale.co.uk/ for more details. 

Timetable: 

Time Details 
11:00 Meet at Museum for refreshments 
11:30 Tour of huts (part 1) 
12:45 – 14:15 Lunch at The Rosendale for members who have pre-booked. 
14:15 Tour of huts (part 2) 
15:45 Free time to explore and ask more questions 
17:00 … Museum closes 

 
Size of party: Maximum 30. 

Cost: £10.00 including refreshments on arrival. Lunch at The Rosendale at cost. 

Contacts: 
  Tony Colclough on  020 8398 0766, 07930 171307  tonycolclough@outlook.com ,             or 
  John Belling       on  07986 379935,    john.a.belling.secrems@gmail.com . 

Late arrivals: Go to Museum and ask to be directed to our party – phone John Belling as above.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        ‘Gerry’s workshop’ – 1920s radios                    RS1155  comms receiver as fitted to Lancasters bombers 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        The TV room                                                                  Valve display 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sobell dual standard 405/625 TV from 1964                1920s radio with lever controlled tuning coil  
       showing ITA channel 9 test card 



                   



  

 


